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ec
ei

ve
 s

pe
ci

al
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

an
d 

re
la

te
d 

se
rv

ic
es

 h
av

e 
th

ei
r 

ba
si

c
de

fi
ci

ts
 in

 la
ng

ua
ge

 a
nd

 r
ea

di
ng

.

>
 L

ea
rn

in
g 

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

ca
n 

af
fe

ct
 th

e 
ab

ili
ty

 to
 r

ea
d,

 w
ri

te
, s

pe
ak

, o
r 

co
m

pu
te

 m
at

h
an

d 
ca

n 
im

pa
ir

 o
ne

's
 a

bi
lit

y 
to

 b
ui

ld
 s

oc
ia

l r
el

at
io

ns
hi

ps
.

>
 L

ea
rn

in
g 

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

ca
n 

oc
cu

r 
al

on
g 

w
ith

, a
nd

 b
e 

co
m

pl
ic

at
ed

 b
y,

 p
ro

bl
em

s
in

 a
tte

nt
io

n 
an

d 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f 

so
ci

al
 s

ki
lls

.

>
 L

ea
rn

in
g 

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

ha
ve

 d
is

tin
ct

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
is

tic
s 

an
d 

sh
ou

ld
 n

ot
 b

e
co

nf
us

ed

w
ith

 m
en

ta
l r

et
ar

da
tio

n,
 a

ut
is

m
, d

ea
fn

es
s,

 b
lin

dn
es

s 
an

d 
be

ha
vi

or
al

 d
is

or
de

rs
.

N
on

e 
of

 th
es

e 
co

nd
iti

on
s 

ar
e 

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.

W
ho

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
D

is
ab

ili
tie

s?

>
 A

pp
ro

xi
m

at
el

y 
on

e 
ou

t o
f 

se
ve

n 
A

m
er

ic
an

s 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

 s
om

e 
ty

pe
of

 le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
.

>
 P

eo
pl

e 
w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s 
ar

e 
ge

ne
ra

lly
 o

f 
no

rm
al

 o
r 

ab
ov

e 
av

er
ag

e
in

te
lli

ge
nc

e.
 T

he
ir

 le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
, h

ow
ev

er
, c

re
at

es
 a

 g
ap

 b
et

w
ee

n
ab

ili
ty

 a
nd

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

.

>
 L

ea
rn

in
g 

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

of
te

n 
ru

n 
in

 f
am

ili
es

.

>
 F

if
te

en
 p

er
ce

nt
 o

f 
th

e 
U

.S
. p

op
ul

at
io

n,
 o

r 
39

 m
ill

io
n 

A
m

er
ic

an
s,

 h
av

e 
so

m
e

fo
rm

 o
f 

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
.

>
 F

if
ty

 p
er

ce
nt

 o
f 

al
l p

ub
lic

 s
ch

oo
l s

tu
de

nt
s 

in
 s

pe
ci

al
ed

uc
at

io
n 

ha
ve

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.
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W
ha

t C
an

 B
e 

D
on

e 
to

 H
el

p 
C

hi
ld

re
n 

w
ith

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
D

is
ab

ili
tie

s?

>
 E

ar
ly

 id
en

tif
ic

at
io

n 
of

 y
ou

ng
st

er
s 

w
ith

 le
ar

ni
ng

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

m
ak

es
 a

 c
ri

tic
al

di
ff

er
en

ce
 in

 h
el

pi
ng

 th
em

 le
ar

n 
th

e 
sk

ill
s 

th
ey

 n
ee

d 
to

 c
om

pe
ns

at
e.

>
 I

nt
er

ve
nt

io
n 

by
 s

ch
oo

l p
er

so
nn

el
, w

ho
 a

re
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

by
la

w
 to

 c
re

at
e 

an
d 

ca
rr

y

ou
t a

n 
In

di
vi

du
al

iz
ed

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
Pr

og
ra

m
 (

IE
P)

, c
an

 h
el

p 
a 

yo
un

gs
te

r
de

ve
lo

p

th
e 

sk
ill

s 
to

 c
op

e 
w

ith
 h

er
 o

r 
hi

s 
le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
ty

>
 S

up
po

rt
 f

ro
m

 p
ar

en
ts

 a
nd

 e
du

ca
to

rs
 is

 v
ita

l t
o

he
lp

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

re
ac

h 
th

ei
r 

fu
ll 

po
te

nt
ia

l.

W
ha

t H
ap

pe
ns

 W
he

n 
L

ea
rn

in
g 

D
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

G
o 

U
nt

re
at

ed
?

>
 P

eo
pl

e 
w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s 
th

at
 h

av
e 

no
t b

ee
n

di
ag

no
se

d 
or

 p
ro

pe
rl

y 
ad

dr
es

se
d,

or
 w

ho
 a

re
 d

ee
m

ed
 "

in
el

ig
ib

le
" 

fo
r 

tr
ea

tm
en

t, 
ca

n 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

se
ri

ou
s,

 li
fe

-l
on

g 
ne

ga
-

tiv
e 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
es

. T
he

 r
es

ul
ts

 c
an

 in
cl

ud
e 

lo
ss

 o
f 

se
lf

-e
st

ee
m

, d
el

in
qu

en
cy

 a
nd

ill
ite

ra
cy

. T
he

 in
di

vi
du

al
, a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
ou

r 
so

ci
et

y,
 is

 h
ar

m
ed

.

>
 T

hi
rt

y-
fi

ve
 p

er
ce

nt
 o

f 
st

ud
en

ts
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

w
ith

 le
ar

ni
ng

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

dr
op

 o
ut

 o
f

hi
gh

 s
ch

oo
l, 

co
nt

ri
bu

tin
g 

gr
ea

tly
 to

 th
e 

na
tio

n'
s 

sc
ho

ol
 d

ro
p-

ou
t r

at
es

. (
T

hi
s 

do
es

no
t i

nc
lu

de
 th

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 w

ho
 d

ro
p 

ou
t w

ith
ou

t e
ve

r 
be

in
g

id
en

tif
ie

d 
as

 h
av

in
g

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.

)

>
 F

if
ty

 to
 e

ig
ht

y 
pe

rc
en

t o
f 

ad
ul

ts
 w

ith
 s

ev
er

e 
lit

er
ac

y
pr

ob
le

m
s 

ha
ve

 u
nd

et
ec

te
d

or
 u

nt
re

at
ed

 le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.

>
 L

ea
rn

in
g 

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

ar
e 

on
e 

of
 th

e 
m

os
t c

om
m

on
ob

st
ac

le
s 

to
 th

e 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t

of
 w

el
fa

re
 r

ec
ip

ie
nt

s.

>
 F

if
ty

 p
er

ce
nt

 o
f 

yo
un

g 
cr

im
in

al
 o

ff
en

de
rs

te
st

ed
 w

er
e 

fo
un

d 
to

 h
av

e 
pr

ev
io

us
ly

un
de

te
ct

ed
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s.
 W

he
n 

of
fe

re
d 

ed
uc

at
io

na
l s

er
vi

ce
s 

th
at

 a
dd

re
ss

ed
th

ei
r 

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
, t

he
 r

ec
id

iv
is

m
 r

at
es

 o
f 

th
es

e 
yo

un
g 

of
fe

nd
er

s 
dr

op
pe

d

to
 b

el
ow

 tw
o 

pe
rc

en
t.
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C
om

pi
le

d 
us

in
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

fr
om

 th
e 

Pa
re

nt
s'

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l R

es
ou

rc
e 

C
en

te
r 

an
d 

th
e 

N
at

io
na

l C
en

te
r 

fo
r 

L
ea

rn
in

g
D

is
ab

ili
tie

s.



8

Pu
bl

ic
 A

tti
tu

de
s 

Se
 A

w
ar

en
es

s 
of

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
D

is
ab

ili
tie

s

P
eo

pl
e 

w
ith

 I 
xa

rn
in

g 
D

is
ab

ili
tie

s 
E

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
S

er
io

us
 D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n.

>
 O

f A
m

er
ic

an
s 

w
ho

 s
ta

te
 th

ey
 h

av
e 

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s,

 4
4%

 s
ay

 th
ey

 r
ec

ei
ve

d
"le

ss
 th

an
 e

qu
al

 tr
ea

tm
en

t"
 in

 s
ch

oo
l b

ec
au

se
 o

f t
he

ir 
di

sa
bi

lit
y.

>
 A

 g
en

er
at

io
n 

la
te

r,
 p

ar
en

ts
 o

f c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s 
sa

y 
th

in
gs

 a
re

 o
nl

y
sl

ig
ht

ly
 b

et
te

r 
no

w
. T

hi
rt

y-
ei

gh
t p

er
ce

nt
 o

f p
ar

en
ts

 o
f c

hi
ld

re
n 

w
ith

 le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

-
tie

s 
be

lie
ve

 th
ei

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
re

ce
iv

e 
le

ss
 th

an
 e

qu
al

 tr
ea

tm
en

t b
ec

au
se

 o
f t

he
ir 

di
sa

bi
lit

y

>
 E

ig
ht

y-
fiv

e 
pe

rc
en

t o
f A

m
er

ic
an

s 
ag

re
e 

th
at

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s 
ar

e
of

te
n 

pu
t d

ow
n 

by
 te

ac
he

rs
 a

nd
 fe

llo
w

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
at

 s
ch

oo
l. 

O
f t

he
. o

ve
r 

2 
m

ill
io

n
ch

ild
re

n 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

as
 h

av
in

g 
le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s 
in

 th
e 

U
.S

., 
it 

is
 e

st
im

at
ed

 th
at

35
%

 d
ro

p 
ou

t o
f s

ch
oo

l, 
fu

lly
 tw

ic
e 

th
e 

ra
te

 o
f t

he
ir 

no
n-

di
sa

bl
ed

 p
ee

rs
.

>
 A

n 
ov

er
w

he
lm

in
g 

89
%

 o
f r

es
po

nd
en

ts
 a

gr
ee

 th
at

 a
du

lts
 w

ho
 h

av
e 

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s

su
ffe

r 
a 

lo
t o

f p
ai

n 
an

d 
hu

m
ili

at
io

n.

>
 M

or
e 

th
an

 s
ix

 in
 te

n 
(6

5%
) 

re
sp

on
de

nt
s 

be
lie

ve
 th

at
 a

du
lts

 w
ho

 h
av

e 
le

ar
ni

ng
di

sa
bi

lit
ie

s 
ar

e 
so

m
et

im
es

 fi
re

d 
w

he
n 

th
ei

r 
le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
ty

 b
ec

om
es

 p
ub

lic
.

Le
ar

ni
ng

 D
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

ar
e 

O
fte

n 
M

is
un

de
rs

to
od

 B
y 

E
du

ca
to

rs
 a

nd
 th

e 
P

ub
lic

.

>
 A

n 
ov

er
w

he
lm

in
g 

m
aj

or
ity

 o
f t

he
 s

ur
ve

y 
re

sp
on

de
nt

s,
 b

et
w

ee
n 

60
%

 a
nd

 8
5%

,
in

co
rr

ec
tly

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
a 

nu
m

be
r 

of
 c

on
di

tio
ns

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 m

en
ta

l r
et

ar
da

tio
n,

bl
in

dn
es

s,
 a

nd
 e

m
ot

io
na

l p
ro

bl
em

s,
 a

s 
be

in
g 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s.

>
 A

la
rm

in
gl

y,
 s

im
ila

r 
pe

rc
en

ta
ge

s 
of

 te
ac

he
rs

, b
et

w
ee

n 
61

%
 a

nd
 9

1%
, a

ls
o 

m
is

id
en

tif
ie

d
th

es
e 

co
nd

iti
on

s 
as

 b
ei

ng
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s,
 r

ev
ea

lin
g 

a 
w

id
es

pr
ea

d
la

ck
 o

f u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
, e

ve
n 

am
on

g 
th

os
e 

w
ho

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 p

ro
vi

di
ng

 e
ar

ly
 id

en
tif

ic
at

io
n

an
d 

kn
ow

le
dg

ea
bl

e 
as

si
st

an
ce

.

>
 W

hi
le

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s 
ar

e 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 o

f a
ve

ra
ge

 o
r 

ab
ov

e 
av

er
ag

e
in

te
lli

ge
nc

e,
 8

5%
 o

f A
m

er
ic

an
s 

m
is

ta
ke

nl
y 

as
so

ci
at

e 
le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
ty

 w
ith

 m
en

ta
l

re
ta

rd
at

io
n 

an
d 

68
%

 b
el

ie
ve

 th
at

 b
ei

ng
 a

 "
sl

ow
 le

ar
ne

r,
" 

or
 m

ild
ly

 r
et

ar
de

d,
 is

 a
n

in
di

ca
to

r 
of

 le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.
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A
m

er
ic

an
s 

S
up

po
rt

 E
ar

ly
 E

ffo
rt

s 
to

 Id
en

tif
y 

an
d 

A
ss

is
t C

hi
ld

re
n

w
ith

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
D

is
ah

ili
tie

s.

>
 N

in
et

y-
se

ve
n 

pe
rc

en
t o

f A
m

er
ic

an
s 

w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

gr
ea

t (
82

%
) 

or
 s

om
e 

(1
5%

) 
co

nc
er

n

if 
a 

ch
ild

 o
r 

gr
an

dc
hi

ld
 o

f t
he

irs
 w

as
 fo

un
d 

to
 h

av
e 

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.

>
 S

ix
ty

-e
ig

ht
 p

er
ce

nt
 o

f r
es

po
nd

en
ts

 s
ai

d 
th

ey
 fa

vo
r 

th
e 

ea
rli

es
t i

de
nt

ifi
ca

tio
n 

of
 p

ot
en

tia
l

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

in
 c

hi
ld

re
n,

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 in

 p
re

sc
ho

ol
. A

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 e

ar
ly

 in
te

rv
en

tio
n

ca
n 

he
lp

 y
ou

ng
st

er
s 

le
ar

n 
ho

w
 to

 c
om

pe
ns

at
e 

fo
r 

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.

>
 S

ch
oo

ls
 a

re
 s

ee
n 

as
 th

e 
pr

im
ar

y 
re

so
ur

ce
 fo

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
an

d 
fa

m
ili

es
 d

ea
lin

g 
w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
di

sa
bi

lit
ie

s.
 P

ar
en

ts
 o

f c
hi

ld
re

n 
di

ag
no

se
d 

as
 h

av
in

g 
le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s 
ar

e 
tw

ic
e 

as
lik

el
y 

to
 tu

rn
 to

 s
om

eo
ne

 in
 th

ei
r 

sc
ho

ol
 fo

r 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
(6

0%
) 

th
an

 to
 th

ei
r 

do
ct

or
or

 p
ed

ia
tr

ic
ia

n 
(3

2%
).

>
 E

ig
ht

y-
si

x 
pe

rc
en

t e
ith

er
 s

om
ew

ha
t (

20
%

) 
or

 s
tr

on
gl

y 
(6

6%
) 

ag
re

e 
th

at
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

w
ith

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

ar
e 

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

th
an

 m
os

t t
o 

dr
op

 o
ut

 o
f s

ch
oo

l i
f t

he
ir 

sp
ec

ia
l

ne
ed

s 
ar

e 
no

t r
ec

og
ni

ze
d 

an
d 

ad
dr

es
se

d.

>
 S

tr
on

g 
su

pp
or

t (
62

%
) 

ex
is

ts
 a

m
on

g 
th

e 
A

m
er

ic
an

 p
ub

lic
 fo

r 
te

ac
he

rs
 to

 a
da

pt
 th

ei
r

te
ac

hi
ng

 s
ty

le
 to

 h
el

p 
ev

er
y 

ch
ild

 r
ea

ch
 h

is
 o

r 
he

r 
fu

ll 
po

te
nt

ia
l. 

O
nl

y 
32

%
 d

is
ag

re
e,

sa
yi

ng
 th

at
 te

ac
he

rs
 s

ho
ul

d 
te

ac
h 

to
 th

e 
m

os
t c

om
m

on
 le

ar
ni

ng
 s

ty
le

. T
ea

ch
er

s 
(6

7%
)

ar
e 

ev
en

 m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 e

nd
or

se
 te

ac
hi

ng
 to

 in
di

vi
du

al
 le

ar
ni

ng
 s

ty
le

s.

>
 W

he
n 

m
ad

e 
aw

ar
e 

th
at

 le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

ar
e 

pe
rm

an
en

t a
nd

 n
ot

 "
cu

ra
bl

e,
"

m
or

e 
th

an
 9

0%
 o

f r
es

po
nd

en
ts

 e
ith

er
 s

om
ew

ha
t (

38
%

) 
or

 s
tr

on
gl

y 
(5

5%
) 

su
pp

or
te

d
in
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This brochure Is a part of an information kit on learning disabilities.
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wouldn't have gotten any help if my mom

hadn't pushed for it. In fact, the school didn't believe

I had a problem. But my mom got

me tested And she was right, of course.

I would tell parents: look for the things

that go with a learning disability. Ifyour kid is

taking more time with homework, if they're having

trouble in school, like getting into fights. Ifyour

kid is worried about schoolsometimes th

are quiet, or try to hold in their feelings.

If your kid is an incredible genius i

subject and flunks another one, and works r
hard and doesn't get anywhere in a certain subject,

then you've got to do something about it."

Focus Group, Teenagers Esith Learning Disabilities
Connecticut

BEST COPYAVAILABLE
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Watch for the "warning signs" of learning disabilities
Most children have difficulty at one time or another with
spoken or written language, memory', attention, concentra-
tion, organizational skills, physical coordination, or social
behavior. However, consistent problems with a group of
thesetehaviors is a good indicatioif that a child may
have a learning disability,

Gather information about your child's
performance both in 'and out.of school
Meet with your child'S teachers, tutors and school coun-
selors to determine his or her performance level, overall
abilities and attitude at school. Observe your child's ability to
perform assigned tasks in the home. Note consistencies
ifiliToblemche or she encounters in tasks performed at
home and at school.

Meet with a professional to discuss
your child's situation
Visit your child's doctor, teacher, or another qualified profes-
sional (such as a resource room teacher, school psychologist,
or special educator) to assess his or her situation. These
trained professionals should provide you with the necessary
advice, support, information, and referrals to deal with
your child's possible learning disability.

If you think your child has a problem with learning disabilities...

Ask school authorities to provide a compr sive
educational evaluation of your child

This evaluation is provided on either your own
mendation or that of a professional (such as yo
atrician or teacher) with your written permissio
The results, which determine whether your chi should

receive specialized educational assistance, are to

develop an Individualized Education Progra

Become an advocate for children with learning disabilities
Remember, you are not alone. By joining with other parents
you can increase awareness of the issue, dispel popular miscon-

ceptions, and help establish educational systems that provide
for the needs of children with learning disabilities. The national
organizations on the Resource pamphlet included in this kit, most
of which have local chapters, can help you and other parents/
guardians advocate for your children.

Know your child's legal rights
Familiarize yourself with your child's legal rights regarding
appropriate educational services. The Individuals with Disa-
bilities Education Act (IDEA) 1990 requires that your child's
school must provide appropriate educational services for your
child or pay tuition to a private school if it is unable to do so.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

g information from the National Center for Learning Mobilities,
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work with a lot of kids with learning disabilities.

They might be reading or printing backwards. Or

they can't remember to bring their books to class.

Sometimes it's the kid who's withdrawn.

There's a lot that can be done to help kids

with learning disabilities. You develop techniques

to help kids learn more visually, or create

cooperative learning situations.

A lot of my colleagues are frustrated because

they haven °t gotten any training on how to help these

kids. The truth is, since college or graduate school,

some of us have only received two hours ofir

on learning disabilities. Some haven't receimdany..

Focus Group, Educators, Pittsburgh, P.1
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Know the "warning signs"
All students exhibit difficulties at one time or another with spoken or written
language, memory, attention, concentration, organizational skills, physical
coordination, and social behavior. However, if a student consistently displays
difficulty with a group of these behaviors, it is a good indication of a possible
learning disability.

Participate in ongoing workshops and staff development programs

Good teachers are constantly learning. Update your teaching skills and share
successes (and challenges) with fellow educators. Their support and advice
will help you to better address the needs of students with learning disabilities,
and improve your own classroom skills. Seek the help of special educators and
professional learning disability organizations. Draw on their expertise. Do
not be afraid to acknowledge what you don't know.

Design a learning profile of each student
Monitor each student's ability and involvement in your classroom. By being
aware of the learning styles, work level, reasoning ability, classroom participa-

tion, comprehension, and progress of a student with learning disabilities,

you can effectively build on his or her existing strengths and weaknesses.

Develop effective teaching techniques

When students have learning disabilities, their brains work differently
than those of other children; simply slowing the pace while using traditional
teaching methods will not work. Use innovative techniques to maintain stu-
dent interest and improve opportunities to learn. Develop or modify curricula

and testing to ensure that students obtain the information and skills they
need and that they are evaluated accordingly. Some examples:

> Always gain a student's attention before giving directions
or initiating class instruction.

> Call the student by name. This will help alert the child to
focus attention upon the classroom activity.

> Use visual aids to capitalize on a student's visual processing,
and to provide the auditory/visual association needed to learn
new concepts and language.
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ediatricians do a physical exam, but we also

check on psycho-social development. With pre-school

kids, sometimes you pick up on a problem because

they're not achieving milestones.

With school-age kids, I ask the child how

they're doing in school. If it takes the best friend ten

minutes to do the homework, and the patient

four hours, that's a big red flag. IVhen there is

a problem, the family needs an advocate

at all the possible diagnoses.

A lot of physicians don't have the curt

information on learning disabilities. A lot of the

times, we have to find it on our own."

- Focus Group, Pediatricians & Family Doctors, Bethesda, MD
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Coordinate your treatment of the child with the educational
and psychological professionals involved

The best way to help a child with learning disabilities is to develop a multi-disciplinary approach
to diagnosis and treatment involving educators, psychologists, and physicians, as well as the child's
parents or guardian. Doctors should work with these professionals to help the child receive the
best possible care and treatment, and ensure that the child is comfortable with the treatments
and learning strategies involved.

Be sensitive to the needs and feelings of the child with learning disabilities
By the time a child with learning disabilities comes to a doctor, he or she may have already
experienced academic failure. Medical practitioners should be especially sensitive when dealing
with children who may feel stigmatized by learning disabilities. Medical professionals should work
closely with parents or guardians to ensure the child is aware that they they are no less intelligent
than other children and that they can learn to compensate for their learning disabilities.

Educate parents and guardians to recognize early warning signs of learning disabilities
Medical professionals can assist parents by providing information on normal rates of development
of cognitive, speech, reading and comprehension abilities. By highlighting warning signs of learn-
ing disabilities, medical professionals can ensure that the child will receive early, effective care.

Invite medical experts to a local community meeting to discuss
learning disabilities with parents, guardians and educators

Public education and awareness of learning disabilities are essential to improving the lives of
children and adults living with learning disabilities. Local doctors can arrange a community
meeting and invite one or more medical experts to de-mystify learning disabilities and
their consequences for children, parents, educators, and doctors.

Refer parents of children with learning disabilities
to national organizations for further information

Provide parents with the names of national medical associations and the organizations
listed in the Resources pamphlet of this kit.

Compiled using information from the American Academy of Pediatrics, the National Center For Learning Disabilities,
the Orton Dyslexia Society and the Learning Disabilities Association of America.

This brochure Is a part of an information kit on learning disabilities.

The Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation
290 Pratt Street Meriden, Connecticut 06450
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e don't learn the same way other

people do. It takes a little more or a little

longer to learn some of the same things.

I learn very quickly with the hands on stuff,

but I have no short term memoryI can't

take notes or anything. So people (are) writing

and stuff, and I'm still stuck on the first

sentence. It seems to me everyone's so far

ahead of me and I'm so far behind everyone.

Focus Group, Teenagers with Learning Disabilities

Connecticut
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on Learning Disabilities
The following are learning disabilities

Dyslexia is a reading disability that causes people
to have trouble understanding words, sentences
or paragraphs.

Dyscalculia causes people to have problems doing
arithmetic and grasping mathematical concepts. While
many people have problems with math, a person with
dyscalculia has a much more difficult time solving
basic math problems than his or her peers.

Dysgraphia is a writing disorder that causes people
to have difficulty forming letters or writing within
a defined space. People with this disorder need extra
time and effoiiiiiVrireileatrYrDespite their &Rats;
their handwriting may be almost illegible.

The following are NOT learning disabilities

Dyspraxia is a problem with the body's system
of motion that interferes with a person's ability to
make a controlled or coordinated physical response
in a given situation.

Auditory, Memory and Processing Disability
describes problems people have in understanding
or remembering words or sounds because their brains
fail to understand language correctly. This can often
be mistaken by parents and doctors as a hearing prob-
lem, but in fact, the individual with this disability
is not able to process or memorize information.

Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD)*
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)*
Autism
Blindness
Deafness

Emotional Difficulties
Hyperactivity
Illiteracy
Mental Retardation/Low IQ/"slow learner"
Physical Disability

While not a learning disability itself, there is a 20% probability that someone with ADD or ADHD also has one or more learning disabilities.

Source: Children at Adults with Attention Deficit Disorder (C.H.A.D.D.)

Compiled from information provided by the American Council on Education, the National Adult Literacy And Learning Disabilities Center,

the American Academy of Pediatrics and the National Center For Learning Disabilities.

This brochure Is a part of an information kit on learning disabilities.

The Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation
290 Pratt Street Meriden, Connecticut 06450
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Learning Disabilities Research

Over the past five years researchers have made a

number of discoveries that have exciting implications

for improving the education and quality -of -life of people

with learning disabilities. There have been important

findings in the areas of genetics, neurobiology, lan-

guage, and treatment, and researchers believe that

many more of our fundamental questions about learning

disabilities will be answered in the near future.
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here are still many unanswered questions

about learning disabilities, but research is moving

faster than ever before. One thing we are sure

of is that early diagnosis and intervention is key.

We now know that 85 to 90 percent of cases

of reading disabilities can be predicted as early

as age six, using inexpensive screening measures.

Children who receive early diagnosis and

intervention have a much greater chance of

learning to over come their disability.

-G. Reid Lyon. Ph.D.
Director, Learning Disabilities Program
.Vational Institute of Child Health
& Human Development
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So much work is underway, in fact, that one of the major challenges
is coordinating current research efforts. The fields of education, speech
and language pathology, psychology, psychiatry, neurology, neuropsych-
ology, and many other disciplines each have a role to play.

To address this challenge, Congress created the Interagency Com-
mittee on Learning Disabilities in 1985, and charged the committee
with reviewing and prioritizing learning disabilities research and
with recommending ways to improve the coordination of research
and the disseminatiOn of research findings.

Following the Committee recommendations, the National Institute
of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), a branch of the

U.S. National Institutes of Health, established learning disabilities
research centers at prestigious medical centers around the country
including Beth Israel Hospital and Harvard Medical School, Bowman
Gray School of Medicine, John Hopkins School of Medicine, University
of Colorado, University of Miami, and Yale University. Additional
research, supported by the government of Canada, is also underway
at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education.

Many of the findings in this brochure came from these research centers.

Reading Disabilities and Phonological Deficits
(Commonly known as Dyslexia)

At least 80 to 85 percent of children and adults diagnosed with learning
disabilities experience severe difficulties learning to read. As a result
of recent studies, we now know the primary deficit that causes children
to be poor readers, despite average or above average intelligence.

Phoneme segmentation is the term used to describe our ability to
recognize and "decode" words as we read themthe processes involved
in connecting sounds, words, and sentences with their meaning. Your
ability to read and comprehend this sentence depends on the rapid
and automatic recognition and decoding of each word. Similarly, the
ability to accurately and fluently decode single words depends on your
unconscious ability to segment words and syllables into phonemes,
the smallest unit of discernible sound.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

People with a reading disability experience a deficit at the phoneme
segmentation level. They have an underdeveloped ability to associate
sounds with symbols in a rapid and accurate fashion. For these individ-
uals, reading comprehension is often poor because decoding is slow
and inaccurate. Difficulties in breaking words into phonemes result
in a highly labored and inefficient approach to reading.

Several NICHD-supported scientists are beginning to identify the brai
regions responsible for phonology. Understanding the phonological pro
cess can help scientists develop methods to identify those kindergarter
and first grade children who are likely to experience a reading disabilit,

Interventions for Children with Reading and other Disabilities

Researchers have made significant headway in identifying which
teaching and intervention methods are most effective for children with

reading and attention disorders. Research at both Florida State and
the University of Houston indicate that interventions for children with
reading disabilities have the highest probability for success when they
contain direct and explicit instruction in phoneme awareness coupled
with sound/symbol relationships. Research also shows that this teachin;
methodology is most effective when presented in a language-rich
format and in contexts that are interesting to the young reader.

These interventions need to be provided early (preferably in grades
1 or 2) to be maximally effective. Children with reading disabilities whc
have not received early intervention can still be helped, but the longer
a disability goes without intervention, the more difficult it will be for
that child to develop skills to cope effectively with their disability.

50

Implications for Education
In contrast to conventional wisdom, data from longitudinal and family
studies show that as many girls as boys are affected by reading disabil-
ities, a finding that has important implications for education. Within th.
classroom, the naturally more active behavior of boys may lead to their
identification as reading disabled, while girls, who have equal rates
of reading disability, are frequently overlooked.
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Definition/Diagnosis of Learning Disabilities

A learning disability is a neurobiological disorder, meaning it is a learning
or behavioral difficulty that is related to differences in brain structure
and/or function. Early diagnosis and intervention are key to the success-
ful treatment of learning disabilities.

Currently, the most commonly used diagnostic tool is the "discrepancy
diagnosis," which is based on measuring the discrepancy between a
child's aptitude (as measured by IQ) and the child's actual performance
in school. Unfortunately there is a clear problem with discrepancy diag-
nosis: a child must fall behind at school an average of two full years
before a diagnosis can be made. In a sense, discrepancy diagnosis is

a "wait to fail" strategy.

The fact that we have no consistent definition of what constitutes a
learning disability means that guidelines for treatment are frequently
set by state governments rather than by educators, psychologists, or
physicians. Thus, a child who is entitled to special learning assistance
in one state may be considered ineligible for special help in another.

Among the top priorities for researchers and educators are clarifying what
constitutes a learning disability, improving the methods of diagnosing
those disabilities, and developing interventions that can be monitored
to see how much they benefit children with learning disabilities.

NeuroimagingUnderstanding How the Brain Works

The brain is an enormously complex organ, and our understanding
of how it functions is still far from complete. Researchers are studying
the brain activity of individuals with learning disabilities and individuals
who learn normally, to find even minute differences that might be linked
to learning disabilities.

A new, non-invasive technology called functional magnetic resonance
neuroimaging allows scientists to observe brain activity while a child
attempts to read. Neuroimaging involves taking detailed pictures of the
brain to determine-whether the brains of people with learning

.ties exhibit differences frodl the brains of people who learn normally

ij
BEST COPY AVAILAMY

This imaging technology has provided the first look at where phonolog-
ical processing, the basis of reading, takes place in the central nervous
system. Preliminary data show that for reading disabled adults and
children, the areas of the brain responsible for phonological processing
behave differently than for individuals who read well.

Several preliminary studies also focus on a structure deep in the brain
called the thalamus, which mediates sensory input to the cerebral cortex.
The function of the thalamus has been likened to'''alephone switch-
board, receiving information signals and routing them to differeliCareasi
of the brain. Some research indicates that activation leVesisiin the_ffiala-:1
mus may be different between normalreading and dyslexic adults.

Genetics and Learning Disabilities

Reading disabilities tend to run in families, and researchers now believe
that deficits in phonological awareness are the most likely component
of reading disability to be, inherited genetically. In addition, scientists
believeatleast one type of reading disorder can be linked to the
HLA region of chromosome 6, reflecting a possible association with
autoimmune disorders.

Attention and Learning Disabilities

Between 15% and 45% of children with reading disabilities also have
Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD). While reading disability and ADD
are distinct disorders, the high rate of co- occurrence raises questions
for researchers. Studies are currently underway to understand this link
between reading disabilities and disorders of attention in some children.

Researchers are also working to develop a precise system of classification

for disorders of attention, which would help in better understanding
these disorders, and in developing and evaluating effective treatments.
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Future Research
Recent research findings have lead to further questions about the
origins, diagnosis and treatment of learning disabilities. The following
are a few of the priority areas identified by NICHD scientists for new
and continuing research:

> Ongoing research into the impact of co-morbidity, or the appearance
of more than one learning and/or attention deficit in the same child.
In one current study, children with early language disorders are being
studied to determine what role language disorders may play in the
development of reading disabilities.

> Further research, using non-invasive neuroimaging techniques, into
the structure, function, and development of the brain in children
and adults with and without learning disabilities. This research will
help us to better understand how the brain learns language, reading,
writing, mathematical and social skills.

> Further studies of the role of genetics in the development of learning
disabilities. Recent findings indicate a possible genetic marker for
reading disability, or dyslexia. Further study could serve to establish
an early identification methodology for reading disability.

> Scientists agree that we need a better understanding of how learning
disabilities develop over time. In one major study now underway,
414 students identified as having a reading disability in kindergarten
are being closely monitored through high school. In another, boys and
girls with learning disabilities are being followed through puberty to
determine the effect of endocrinologic changes on their learning skills.

> Studies now underway focus on identifying the most useful and
productive methods of treatment and intervention for different
types of learning disabilities at different times in a child's develop-
ment. In some of these studies, twin pairs of disabled readers are
being monitored to determine which teaching interventions are
most helpful.

This brochure is pert of an Wormlike kit on leinnelsig

The Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation
290 Pratt Street Menden. Connecticut 08450

BEST CU

> More long-termstudies areneeded to understand the interaction of
biological, psychologicah.social, cultural, and educational variables
in the development of learning disabilities. These long-term studies
will also help us better understand the behavioral, psychological,
educational, occupational, and-socialoutcomes of growing up with
learning disabilities, as well as which interventions are most effective.

Applying Research
Research is important, but, to be effective research must be applied so
that it actually benefits children and families with learning disabilities.
Today, less than ten percent of our nation's teachers are adequately pre-
pared to address learning deficits in their classrooms in a timely manner.

Although we now have the ability to identify and help at-risk youngsters
as early as kindergarten, the majority of children with learning disabili-
ties are not identified until nine years of age. Unfortunately, this delay
in identifying and treating children with learning disabilities means
at least three-quarters of these children will have continuing difficulties
in learning.

As progress is made on the scientific front, researchers must make
sure that their findings, particularly concerning the diagnosis and treat-
ment of learning disabilities, reach educators, physicians, and parents.
and that this research helps to make a positive difference in the lives
of individuals with learning disabilities.

Sources: G. Reid Lyon, Ph.D., "Research Initiatives in Learning Disabilities: Contributions From

Scientists Supported by the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development," Journal

of Child Neurology 10:1 (1995).

G. Reid Lyon, Ph.D., "Statement of G. Reid Lyon, Ph.D. Human Behavior Branch, Center for Research

for Mothers and Children, National Institute of Child Health and Human

of Health to the Subcommittee on Labor and Human Resources, United S.eite.-,estaft,

G. Reid Lyon, Ph.D., "Towards a Definition of Dyslexia," Annals of Dyslexia 1( ) 3-27.

Wade Roush. "A rem/rig Over Why Johnny Can't Read," Seienre 267 (March 19454;1 6-18

AVMLAELI

niter



L
eg

al
 R

ig
ht

s
of

 P
ar

en
ts

&
 G

ua
rd

ia
ns

 W
ho

se
 C

hi
ld

re
n

H
av

e 
L

ea
rn

in
g 

D
is

ab
ili

tie
s

P
ar

en
ts

 a
nd

 g
ua

rd
ia

ns
 o

f c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
di

sa
bi

lit
ie

s 
sh

ou
ld

fa
m

ili
ar

iz
e 

th
em

se
lv

es
 w

ith
 th

e 
la

w
s 

th
at

 g
ov

er
n 

sp
ec

ia
l

ed
uc

at
io

n

to
 e

ns
ur

e 
th

at
 s

ch
oo

ls
 a

nd
 e

du
ca

to
rs

 a
re

 d
oi

ng
th

e 
be

st
 p

os
si

bl
e

jo
b 

to
 e

du
ca

te
 th

ei
r 

ch
ild

re
n.

T
he

 fo
llo

w
in

g 
fe

de
ra

l l
aw

s 
gu

ar
an

te
e

ch
ild

re
n 

w
ith

 le
ar

ni
ng

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

a 
fr

ee
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 p

ub
lic

 e
du

ca
tio

n.
 T

he
se

la
w

s 
al

so

al
lo

w
 p

ar
en

ts
 to

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
e

in
 d

ev
el

op
in

g 
an

 In
di

vi
du

al
iz

ed

E
du

ca
tio

n 
P

ro
gr

am
 (

IE
P

),
 a

nd
 e

ns
ur

e 
th

at
 th

e 
pr

og
ra

m
w

ill
 b

e

ca
rr

ie
d 

ou
t f

or
 th

ei
r 

ch
ild

.

53
B

E
ST

 C
O

PY
A

M
A

om
e 

sc
ho

ol
s 

ig
no

re
th

e 
pr

ob
le

m
,

be
ca

us
e 

it 
co

st
s 

th
em

 m
on

ey
 to

 d
ia

gn
os

e
th

em

an
d 

th
at

's
 th

e 
w

ho
le

 d
ea

l r
ig

ht
th

er
e.

 Y
ou

 h
av

e 
to

ta
lk

 to
 y

ou
r 

pa
re

nt
s 

an
d 

th
en

ha
ve

 th
em

 ta
lk

to
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

s,
 b

ec
au

se
th

at
's

 a
ct

ua
lly

 a
 la

w

...
it'

s 
re

qu
ire

d 
th

at
 if

 y
ou

r 
pa

re
nt

s 
re

qu
es

tt
es

tin
g,

th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 h

as
 to

 g
iv

e 
it 

to
 y

ou
.
A

nd
 th

at
's

 r
al

ly

th
e 

fir
st

 th
in

g 
yo

u 
ne

ed
 to

 d
o.

F
in

d 
ou

t

yo
u'

ve
 g

ot
 a

 p
ro

bl
em

.

Fo
cu

s 
G

ro
up

, P
en

ag
et

s 
w

ith
 L

ev
el

lin
g

D
is

ab
ili

tie
s

C
on

ne
ct

ic
ut

54



E
du

ca
tio

n 
A

ct
ID

E
A

 1
99

0
Pu

bl
ic

 L
aw

 1
02

-1
19

Fo
rm

al
ly

 k
no

w
n 

as
 th

e 
E

du
ca

tio
n 

of
 th

e,
H

an
di

ca
pp

ed
 A

ct
 (

E
H

A
) 

an
d 

in
co

rp
or

at
e*

 th
e 

E
ili

ic
iti

tin
fo

r 
al

l H
an

di
ca

pp
ed

 C
hi

ld
ie

n 
A

ct
 (

19
75

)

:1
1

4

Se
ct

io
n 

50
4,

6
R

eh
ab

ili
ta

tio
n;

c 
,:o

E
na

ur
es

 n
o 

ot
he

rw
is

e 
qu

al
if

ie
d 

in
di

vi
du

al
 w

ith
a 

di
sa

bi
lit

y 
in

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

Si
at

ei
i::

: S
hi

ll 
So

le
ly

 ;
by

 r
ea

so
n 

of
 h

is
 O

r 
he

i d
is

ab
ili

ty
, b

ea
cl

itd
ed

fr
om

 th
e 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
io

n 
in

, h
e 

de
ni

ed
 th

e 
be

ne
fi

ts
of

, o
r 

be
 s

ub
je

ct
ed

 to
 d

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n 
un

de
r 

an
y

pr
og

ra
m

 o
r 

ac
tiv

ity
 r

ec
ei

vi
ng

 f
ed

er
al

 f
in

an
ci

al
as

si
st

an
ce

 o
r 

an
y 

pr
og

ra
m

 o
r 

ac
tiv

ity
 c

on
du

ct
ed

by
 a

ny
 e

xe
cu

tiv
e 

ag
en

cy
 o

r 
by

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
Po

st
al

 S
er

vi
ce

...
 (

29
 U

.S
.C

.A
. S

ec
tio

n 
79

4)
(W

es
t S

up
. 1

99
0,

 a
s 

am
en

de
d 

by
 th

e
R

eh
ab

ili
ta

tio
n 

A
ct

 a
m

en
dm

en
ts

 o
f 

19
92

.)

U
nd

er
 th

e 
In

di
vi

du
al

s 
w

ith
 D

is
ab

ili
tie

s 
E

du
ca

tio
n

A
ct

 (
ID

E
A

) 
pa

re
nt

s 
an

d 
st

ud
en

ts
 w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
di

sa
bi

lit
ie

s 
ha

ve
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

ri
gh

ts
:

Id
en

tif
ic

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

D
is

ab
ili

ty
.

,

W
he

n 
Y

O
U

 S
us

pe
ct

 th
at

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 h

as
 a

A
le

ar
ni

ngng
 d

is
ab

ili
ty

, y
ou

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ri

gh
t t

o:

>
 R

ec
ei

ve
 n

ot
ic

e 
an

d 
gi

ve
 c

on
se

nt
 b

ef
or

e
th

e 
ev

al
ua

tio
n 

ta
ke

s 
pl

ac
e;

tic
 a

m
in

e 
al

l y
ou

r,
 c

hi
ld

's
 r

ec
or

ds
;

>
 H

ai
re

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 te

st
ed

 in
 a

ll 
ar

ea
s

re
la

te
d 

to
 th

e 
su

sp
ec

te
d 

di
sa

bi
lit

y;
t

>
 S

ee
 th

e 
re

su
lts

 o
f 

th
e 

ev
al

ua
tio

n 
an

d 
ha

ve
th

em
 e

xp
la

in
ed

 to
 y

ou
 in

 y
ou

r 
na

tiv
e 

la
ng

ua
ge

.
Y

ou
 m

ay
 r

eq
ue

st
 a

n 
in

de
pe

nd
en

t e
va

lu
at

io
n

at
 p

ub
lic

 e
xp

en
se

 if
 o

ne
 is

 n
ot

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
at

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l d

is
tr

ic
t o

r 
if

 y
ou

 f
ee

l t
he

sc
ho

ol
's

 e
va

lu
at

io
n 

is
 n

ot
 a

de
qu

at
e;

>
 H

av
e 

th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 d

iv
is

io
n 

co
ns

id
er

 a
ll

in
de

pe
nd

en
t e

va
lu

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 p

ro
fe

ss
io

na
l

re
po

rt
s 

th
at

 a
re

 a
va

ila
bl

e;

>
 R

ec
ei

ve
 a

 c
om

pl
et

e 
re

-e
va

lu
at

io
n 

ev
er

y 
th

re
e

ye
ar

s,
 o

r 
m

or
e 

fr
eq

ue
nt

ly
, u

po
n 

re
qu

es
t.

T
he

 A
m

er
ic

an
s 

w
ith

D
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

A
ct

 o
f 

19
90

Pu
bl

ic
 L

aw
 1

01
-3

36
 J

ul
y 

26
, 1

99
0

E
ve

ry
 s

ta
te

 h
as

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 la

w
s 

go
ve

rn
in

g 
ed

uc
at

io
n,

pe
ci

al
ed

re
la

te
d 

se
rv

ic
es

. S
ta

te
 la

w
s

ca
n 

ne
ve

r 
ke

s
es

s 
ri

gh
ts

 u
po

n 
a 

ch
ild

 a
nd

 h
is

or
 h

er
 p

ar
en

ts
rd

ia
n 

th
an

 f
ed

er
al

 la
w

s 
do

. S
ta

te
aw

s 
m

ay
 a

n
te

n 
do

 s
et

 s
ta

nd
ar

ds
 h

ig
he

r 
th

an
os

e 
se

t b
 ,t

ed
er

al
 la

w
. S

ta
te

 la
w

s 
se

t t
he

 p
ro

ce
du

re
du

e 
pr

 is
s 

ri
gh

ts
 o

f 
pa

re
nt

s 
of

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ith
ili

ti
A

sk
 y

ou
r 

sc
ho

ol
 d

is
tr

ic
t f

or
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n
aw

s 
or

 c
al

l y
ou

r 
st

at
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t

tio
n.

B
E

ST
 C

O
PY

 A
V

A
IL

A
B

L
E

E
lig

ib
ili

ty
 D

et
er

m
in

at
io

n 
fo

r
Sp

ec
ia

l E
du

ca
tio

n 
Se

rv
ic

es

A
ft

er
 a

ll 
th

e 
re

le
va

nt
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
ha

s 
be

en
 g

at
he

re
d,

a 
co

m
m

itt
ee

, c
al

le
d 

th
e 

m
ul

ti-
di

sc
ip

lin
ar

y 
te

am
,

m
ee

ts
 to

 d
ec

id
e:

>
 I

f 
th

e 
st

ud
en

t h
as

 a
 d

is
ab

ili
ty

;

>
 I

f 
th

e 
st

ud
en

t m
ee

ts
 th

e 
cr

ite
ri

a 
or

 s
ta

nd
ar

ds
fo

r 
el

ig
ib

ili
ty

 f
or

 s
pe

ci
al

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
se

rv
ic

es
.

Pa
re

nt
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

in
vi

te
d 

to
 a

tte
nd

 a
nd

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
e

in
 th

e 
m

ee
tin

g 
of

 th
e 

el
ig

ib
ili

ty
 c

om
m

itt
ee

, b
ut

th
e 

fe
de

ra
l l

aw
, a

s 
of

 th
is

 w
ri

tin
g,

 d
oe

s 
no

t r
eq

ui
re

th
at

 p
ar

en
ts

/g
ua

rd
ia

ns
 b

e 
pr

es
en

t.

T
he

 la
w

 d
oe

s 
re

qu
ir

e 
th

at
 th

e 
m

ul
ti-

di
sc

ip
lin

ar
y

co
m

m
itt

ee
 f

or
 a

 s
tu

de
nt

 b
el

ie
ve

d 
to

 h
av

e 
a

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
 in

cl
ud

e:

>
 A

 p
er

so
n 

w
ho

 k
no

w
s 

th
e 

st
ud

en
t;

>
 A

 p
er

so
n 

w
ho

 k
no

w
s 

th
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

 o
f 

th
e

ev
al

ua
tio

n 
da

ta
;

>
 A

 p
er

so
n 

w
ho

 k
no

w
s 

ab
ou

t p
la

ce
m

en
t o

pt
io

ns
;

>
 T

he
 s

tu
de

nt
's

 r
eg

ul
ar

 te
ac

he
r 

or
, f

or
 a

 p
re

-s
ch

oo
l

ch
ild

, a
n 

in
di

vi
du

al
 q

ua
lif

ie
d 

to
 te

ac
h 

a 
ch

ild
th

at
 a

ge
;

>
 A

t l
ea

st
 o

ne
 p

er
so

n 
qu

al
if

ie
d 

to
 c

on
du

ct
in

di
vi

du
al

 d
ia

gn
os

tic
 e

xa
m

in
at

io
ns

 o
f 

ch
ild

re
n;

>
 A

t l
ea

st
 o

ne
 te

am
 m

em
be

r 
ot

he
r 

th
an

 th
e 

re
gu

la
r

te
ac

he
r 

w
ho

 h
as

 o
bs

er
ve

d 
th

e 
st

ud
en

t's
 a

ca
de

m
ic

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

 in
 th

e 
re

gu
la

r 
cl

as
sr

oo
m

.

In
 th

e 
ev

en
t y

ou
r 

ch
ild

 is
 d

ee
m

ed
 e

lig
ib

le
 f

or
 s

pe
ci

al
ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d 

re
la

te
d 

se
rv

ic
es

, y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 b

ec
om

es
en

tit
le

d 
to

 a
 f

re
e 

ap
pr

op
ri

at
e 

sp
ec

ia
l e

du
ca

tio
n

an
d 

re
la

te
d 

se
rv

ic
es

 d
es

ig
ne

d 
to

 m
ee

t h
is

 o
r 

he
r

in
di

vi
du

al
 n

ee
ds

.

56



In
di

vi
du

al
iz

ed
 E

du
ca

tio
n 

Pr
og

ra
m

 (
IE

P)
If

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 is

 d
ee

m
ed

 e
lig

ib
le

 f
or

 s
pe

ci
al

ed
uc

at
io

n 
an

d 
re

la
te

d 
se

rv
ic

es
 y

ou
 a

re
 e

nt
itl

ed
 to

:

>
 A

n 
IE

P,
 w

hi
ch

 m
us

t b
e 

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
w

ith
in

 3
0 

da
ys

of
 e

lig
ib

ili
ty

. Y
ou

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ri

gh
t t

o 
re

ce
iv

e 
a 

co
py

of
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

's
 I

E
P;

>
 P

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 a
ll 

m
ee

tin
gs

 r
eg

ar
di

ng
 th

e 
de

ve
lo

p-
m

en
t, 

re
vi

si
on

, a
nd

 r
ev

ie
w

th
el

E
P.

 Y
ou

 h
av

e
th

e 
ri

gh
t t

o 
ha

ve
 m

ee
tin

gs
 s

ch
ed

ul
ed

 a
t a

 ti
m

e
th

at
 is

 m
ut

ua
lli

eO
nv

en
ie

nt
 f

or
 y

ou
 a

nd
 th

e
sc

ho
ol

 p
er

sO
nn

el
;

>
 H

av
e 

an
 a

dv
oc

at
e 

of
 y

ou
r 

ch
oi

ce
, a

nd
 in

te
rp

re
te

r
if

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
, a

cc
om

pa
ny

 y
ou

 to
 th

e 
IE

P 
m

ee
tin

gs
;

>
 I

-l
av

e 
yo

ur
 c

hi
ld

 p
la

ce
d 

in
 a

n 
ap

pr
op

ri
at

e 
pr

og
ra

m
cl

os
e 

to
 h

om
e,

 a
nd

 h
av

e 
in

st
ru

ct
io

n 
de

liv
er

ed
in

 th
e 

le
as

t r
es

tr
ic

tiv
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
to

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
's

 n
ee

ds
;

>
 R

eq
ue

st
 a

 r
e-

ev
al

ua
tio

n 
af

te
r 

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
 is

 p
la

ce
d

in
 a

 p
ro

gr
am

 if
 y

ou
 f

ee
l h

is
 o

r 
he

r 
co

nd
iti

on
 o

r
ne

ed
s 

ha
ve

 c
ha

ng
ed

;

>
 F

ol
lo

w
 a

nd
 h

e 
in

fo
rm

ed
 o

f 
yo

ur
 c

hi
ld

's
 p

ro
gr

es
s

in
 th

e 
pr

og
ra

m
 in

 w
hi

ch
 h

e 
or

 s
he

 is
 p

la
ce

d.

Pa
re

nt
s 

or
 g

ua
rd

ia
ns

 m
us

t c
on

se
nt

, i
n 

w
ri

tin
g,

 f
or

in
iti

al
 p

la
ce

m
en

t i
n 

th
e 

sp
ec

ia
l e

du
ca

tio
n 

sy
st

em
.

O
nl

y 
pa

re
nt

al
 n

ot
if

ic
at

io
n,

 n
ot

 p
ar

en
ta

l s
ig

na
tu

re
,

is
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

fo
r 

th
e 

IE
P.

5 
7

Im
pa

rt
ia

l D
ue

 P
ro

ce
ss

 H
ea

ri
ng

If
 y

ou
 d

is
ag

re
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

IE
P 

pl
ac

em
en

t o
r 

ca
rr

yi
ng

ou
t o

f 
se

rv
ic

es
, f

or
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

, y
ou

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ri

gh
t

to
 a

n 
im

pa
rt

ia
l d

ue
 p

ro
ce

ss
 h

ea
ri

ng
.

If
 y

ou
 a

re
 u

nh
ap

py
 w

ith
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

's
 I

E
P 

or
 it

s
im

pl
em

en
ea

ri
ok

Y
oU

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ri

gh
t t

o

>
 R

eq
ue

st
 a

n 
im

pa
rt

ia
l d

ue
 p

ro
ce

ss
 h

ea
ri

ng
. S

ta
te

la
w

s 
de

te
rn

un
C

.ti
.h

er
eY

ou
 m

us
t a

pp
ly

 to
 r

ec
ei

ve
a 

du
e 

pr
ok

ei
nj

he
an

ni
. Y

ou
r 

sc
ho

ol
 d

is
tr

ic
t h

as
an

 o
bl

ig
at

io
nt

o'
in

ak
e 

th
at

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

av
ai

la
bl

e
to

 y
ou

 u
tio

ri
O

qU
ea

t;
,

.

>
 H

av
e 

yO
ur

C
hi

lil
ie

M
ai

r 
in

 h
is

/h
er

 "
cu

rr
en

t e
du

ca
-

tio
n

pl
an

e 
U

nd
er

 th
e 

"s
ta

y 
pu

t p
ro

vi
si

on
"

of
 I

D
E

A
. F

ili
ng

 f
or

 d
ue

 p
ro

ce
ss

 e
ns

ur
es

 th
at

 th
e

ch
ild

 w
ill

 r
em

ai
n 

in
 h

is
/h

er
 c

ur
re

nt
 e

du
ca

tio
na

l
pl

ac
em

en
t u

nt
il 

an
 im

pa
rt

ia
l h

ea
ri

ng
 o

ff
ic

er
 c

an
m

ak
e 

a 
de

ci
si

on
 a

s 
to

 w
he

re
 th

e 
ch

ild
's

 m
os

t
ap

pr
op

ri
at

e 
pl

ac
em

en
t s

ho
ul

d 
be

, o
r 

a 
se

ttl
e-

m
en

t c
an

 b
e 

re
ac

he
d 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

pa
rt

ie
s:

A
t a

 d
ue

 p
ro

ce
ss

 h
ea

ri
ng

 y
ou

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ri

gh
t t

o:

>
 P

re
se

nt
 e

vi
de

nc
e,

 c
on

fr
on

t, 
cr

os
s-

ex
am

in
e,

an
d 

co
m

pe
l w

itn
es

se
s 

to
 a

tte
nd

 th
e 

he
ar

in
g;

>
 P

ro
hi

bi
t i

nt
ro

du
ct

io
n 

of
 a

ny
 d

oc
um

en
ta

ry
ev

id
en

ce
 o

r 
w

itn
es

se
s 

at
 th

e 
he

ar
in

g 
w

hi
ch

ha
ve

 n
ot

 b
ee

n 
di

sc
lo

se
d 

at
 le

as
t f

iv
e 

w
or

ki
ng

da
ys

 b
ef

or
e 

th
e 

he
ar

in
g;

>
 R

eq
ue

st
 a

nd
 o

bt
ai

n 
a 

w
ri

tte
n 

or
 e

le
ct

ro
ni

c
ve

rb
at

im
 r

ec
or

d 
of

 th
e 

he
ar

in
g,

 w
he

n 
ei

th
er

pa
rt

y 
ap

pe
al

s 
th

e 
lo

ca
l h

ea
ri

ng
 d

ec
is

io
n;

>
 O

bt
ai

n 
fi

nd
in

gs
 o

f 
fa

ct
 a

nd
 d

ec
is

io
ns

 r
en

de
re

d
by

 th
e 

he
ar

in
g 

of
fi

ce
r;

B
E

s
K

ti

>
 B

e 
in

fo
rm

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 d
is

tr
ic

t o
f 

an
y 

lo
w

-c
os

t
le

ga
l a

nd
/o

r 
ot

he
r 

re
le

va
nt

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

in
th

e 
ar

ea
;

>
 B

e 
aw

ar
e 

th
at

 o
nl

y 
pa

re
nt

s/
gu

ar
di

an
s 

m
ay

 r
eq

ue
st

a 
pu

bl
ic

 (
op

en
) 

du
e 

pr
oc

es
s 

he
ar

in
g.

 O
th

er
w

is
e,

th
e 

du
e 

pr
oc

es
s 

he
ar

in
g 

is
 p

ri
va

te
. Y

ou
 m

ay
ha

ve
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

 p
re

se
nt

 a
t t

he
 im

pa
rt

ia
l d

ue
pr

oc
es

s 
he

ar
in

g;

>
 R

ec
ov

er
 f

ro
m

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 s

ys
te

m
 r

ea
so

na
bl

e.
:

at
to

rn
ey

's
 f

ee
s 

if
 th

e 
he

ar
in

g 
of

fi
ce

r 
or

 ju
dg

e
ru

le
s 

in
 y

ou
r 

fa
vo

r;

>
 Y

ou
 m

ay
 a

pp
ea

l t
he

 d
ec

is
io

n 
of

 th
e 

he
ar

in
g 

of
fi

T
he

 a
pp

ea
l p

ro
ce

ss
 v

ar
ie

s 
fr

om
 s

ta
te

 to
 s

ta
te

.

N
ot

e:
 P

ar
en

ts
 a

re
 e

nt
itl

ed
 to

 h
av

e 
an

 a
tto

rn
ey

.
So

m
e 

st
at

es
 a

llo
w

 a
dv

oc
at

e 
no

n-
at

to
rn

ey
s 

t
pa

te
 in

 d
ue

 p
ro

ce
ss

 h
ea

ri
ng

s.
 S

ch
oo

l d
is

t
re

se
nt

ed
 b

y 
co

un
se

l d
ur

in
g 

du
e 

pr
oc

sc
ho

ol
 d

is
tr

ic
ts

 h
av

e 
be

en
 th

ro
ug

m
an

y 
oc

ca
si

on
s.

 P
ar

en
ts

 a
re

 w
el

l a
dv

is
ed

 to
 a

t l
ea

st
sp

ea
k 

to
 a

n 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

at
to

rn
ey

 s
o 

th
ey

 m
ay

 b
e

as
 w

el
l p

re
pa

re
d 

as
 p

os
si

bl
e.

In
 m

an
y 

st
at

es
 m

ed
ia

tio
n 

is
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

pr
io

r 
to

 a
fu

ll 
he

ar
in

g 
an

d 
sa

ve
s 

al
l p

ar
tie

s 
m

on
ey

, t
im

e 
an

d
ag

gr
av

at
io

n.
 A

 m
aj

or
ity

 o
f 

ca
se

s 
ca

n 
be

 s
et

tle
d 

at
m

ed
ia

tio
n 

le
ve

l. 
Pa

re
nt

s 
m

ay
 r

eq
ue

st
 m

ed
ia

tio
n

up
on

 f
ili

ng
 f

or
 d

ue
 p

ro
ce

ss
.

Sc
ho

ol
 d

is
tr

ic
ts

 m
ay

 a
ls

o 
in

iti
at

e 
du

e
pr

oc
es

s 
he

ar
in

gs
.

rt
ic

i-
ar

e 
re

p-
d 

th
e on



Sc
ho

ol
 R

ec
or

ds

Y
ou

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ri

gh
t t

o:

>
 R

ec
ei

ve
 u

po
n 

re
qu

es
t a

 li
st

 o
f 

th
e 

ty
pe

s
of

 r
ec

or
ds

 k
ep

t o
n 

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
, t

he
ir

 lo
ca

tio
n

an
d 

ho
w

 y
ou

 m
ay

 a
cc

es
s 

th
em

;

>
 I

ns
pe

ct
, r

ev
ie

w
, a

nd
 c

op
y 

an
y 

of
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

's
re

co
rd

s 
or

 r
ec

ei
ve

 c
op

ie
s 

of
 th

em
;

>
 H

av
e 

so
m

eo
ne

 a
t s

ch
oo

l e
xp

la
in

 o
r 

in
te

rp
re

t
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
or

 m
at

er
ia

l i
n 

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
's

 r
ec

or
ds

;

>
 H

av
e 

a 
re

pr
es

en
ta

tiv
e 

of
 y

ou
r 

ch
oi

ce
 in

sp
ec

t
an

d 
re

vi
ew

 th
e 

re
co

rd
s;

>
 A

sk
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 to
 c

ha
ng

e 
or

 d
el

et
e 

an
y 

st
at

em
en

t
or

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

in
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

's
 r

ec
or

ds
 w

hi
ch

 y
ou

be
lie

ve
 is

 in
co

rr
ec

t o
r 

m
is

le
ad

in
g.

W
he

n 
Y

ou
r 

C
hi

ld
 is

 I
ne

lig
ib

le

Y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 m

ay
 b

e 
de

te
rm

in
ed

 in
el

ig
ib

le
 f

or
sp

ec
ia

l e
du

ca
tio

n 
or

 a
 p

ar
en

t/g
ua

rd
ia

n 
m

ay
 c

ho
os

e
no

t t
o 

ha
ve

 th
e 

ch
ild

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
an

d 
se

rv
ed

 b
y

sp
ec

ia
l e

du
ca

tio
n.

>
 S

om
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ith

 le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s

m
ay

 n
ot

 n
ee

d 
sp

ec
ia

l e
du

ca
tio

n 
se

rv
ic

es
;

>
 S

om
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ho

 a
re

 n
ot

 f
ou

nd
 e

lig
ib

le
 f

or
sp

ec
ia

l e
du

ca
tio

n 
un

de
r 

ID
E

A
 m

ay
 r

ec
ei

ve
 a

cc
om

-
m

od
at

io
ns

 u
nd

er
 S

ec
tio

n 
50

4 
of

 th
e 

R
eh

ab
ili

ta
tio

n
A

ct
 o

f 
19

73
 a

nd
, i

n 
so

m
e 

ca
se

s,
 u

nd
er

 th
e 

A
m

er
i

ca
ns

 w
ith

 D
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

A
ct

. B
ot

h 
la

w
s 

pr
oh

ib
it

di
sc

ri
m

in
at

io
n 

on
 th

e 
ba

si
s 

of
 a

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
;

>
 A

 p
ar

en
t m

ay
 a

ls
o 

ch
al

le
ng

e 
a 

sc
ho

ol
 d

is
tr

ic
t's

fa
ilu

re
 to

 m
ak

e 
ac

co
m

m
od

at
io

ns
 f

or
 a

 c
hi

ld
 w

ith
a 

di
sa

bi
lit

y 
un

de
r 

Se
ct

io
n 

50
4 

of
 th

e 
A

m
er

ic
an

s
w

ith
 D

is
ab

ili
tie

s 
A

ct
.

T
hi

s 
br

oc
hu

re
 is

 a
 p

ar
t o

f 
an

 I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
ki

t o
n 

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.

D
et

er
m

in
in

g 
th

e 
A

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 E

nv
ir

on
m

en
t

T
he

 m
os

t i
m

po
rt

an
t w

or
d 

in
 I

E
V

IS
 !

In
di

vi
du

al
iz

ed
."

C
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

S 
va

ry
 in

 th
ei

r
ne

ed
s,

 a
s 

do
 th

e 
se

rv
ic

es
 th

at
 th

ey
 m

us
t h

av
e 

av
ai

l-
ab

le
 to

 th
em

 s
o 

th
at

 th
ey

 m
ay

 r
ec

ei
ve

 a
 f

re
e 

O
pp

ro
=

pr
ia

te
 e

du
ca

tio
n.

 F
re

qu
en

tly
, t

he
'm

os
t a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
ed

uc
at

io
n 

fo
r 

a 
st

ud
en

t w
ith

 a
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
ty

is
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

in
 a

 g
en

er
al

 e
ch

le
at

io
ri

cl
ai

sr
oo

m
.

In
cl

us
io

n 
m

ea
ns

 p
ut

tin
g 

a 
ch

ild
 w

ith
 a

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
in

 g
en

er
al

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
w

hi
le

 s
til

l g
iv

in
g 

hi
m

 o
r 

he
r

sp
ec

ia
l e

du
ca

tio
n 

an
d 

re
la

td
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

W
he

ri
 n

ee
de

d.
T

he
se

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
va

ry
 a

nd
 m

ay
 ta

ke
-t

he
 f

or
m

 o
f

re
so

ur
ce

 r
oo

m
 h

el
p,

 te
ch

ni
ca

l a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

or
 A

ss
ig

n-
in

g 
a 

cl
as

sr
oo

m
 a

id
 w

ho
 is

 tr
ai

ne
d 

to
 h

el
p 

th
e

in
di

vi
du

al
 s

tu
de

nt
 b

e 
su

cc
es

sf
ul

 in
 th

e 
ge

ne
ra

l
ed

uc
at

io
n 

cl
as

sr
oo

m
.

A
lth

ou
gh

 in
cl

us
io

n 
in

 th
e 

re
gu

la
r 

cl
as

sr
oo

m
 m

ay
 b

e
a 

go
al

 f
or

 m
an

y 
st

ud
en

ts
 w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s,
pa

re
nt

s 
sh

ou
ld

 n
ot

 s
ac

ri
fi

ce
 w

ha
t s

pe
ci

al
 e

du
ca

tio
n,

pr
iv

at
e 

sp
ec

ia
l e

du
ca

tio
n 

an
d 

re
la

te
d 

se
rv

ic
es

 c
an

do
 to

 h
el

p 
th

ei
r 

ch
ild

 b
ec

om
e 

m
os

t s
uc

ce
ss

fu
l.

A
dd

iti
on

al
 P

ar
en

ta
l/G

ua
rd

ia
n 

R
ig

ht
s

>
 Y

ou
r 

w
ri

tte
n 

co
ns

en
t m

us
t b

e 
ob

ta
in

ed
 b

ef
or

e 
th

e
sc

ho
ol

 d
is

tr
ic

t c
an

 d
o 

an
 in

iti
al

 e
va

lu
at

io
n 

to
 d

et
er

-
m

in
e 

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
's

 e
lig

ib
ili

ty
 f

or
 s

pe
ci

al
 e

du
ca

tio
n

an
d 

re
la

te
d 

se
rv

ic
es

, a
nd

 f
or

 th
e 

in
iti

al
 p

la
ce

m
en

t
of

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 in

 a
 p

ro
gr

am
 p

ro
vi

di
ng

 s
pe

ci
al

 e
du

ca
-

tio
n 

an
d 

re
la

te
d 

se
rv

ic
es

. U
nd

er
 I

D
E

A
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

di
st

ri
ct

 o
nl

y 
ha

s 
to

 n
ot

if
y 

pa
re

nt
s 

ab
ou

t r
e-

ev
al

ua
-

tio
ns

 o
r 

ch
an

ge
s 

in
 p

la
ce

m
en

t.

T
he

 E
m

ily
 H

al
l T

re
m

ai
ne

 F
ou

nd
at

io
n

29
0 

Pr
at

t S
tr

ee
t M

ed
d"

,

B
E

ST
 C

O
PY

M
A

IL
A

B
L

E

>
 Y

ou
 h

av
e 

th
e 

ri
gh

t t
o 

ad
vo

ca
te

 f
or

 w
ha

t i
s 

be
st

fo
r 

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
 a

nd
 n

ot
 b

e 
lim

ite
d 

by
 w

ha
t t

he
sc

ho
ol

 d
is

tr
ic

t o
ff

er
s 

or
 h

as
 a

va
ila

bl
e.

>
 Y

ou
 h

av
e 

th
e 

ri
gh

t t
o 

ha
ve

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 p

la
ce

d 
in

a 
pr

iv
at

e 
sc

ho
ol

 a
t t

he
 s

ch
oo

l d
is

tr
ic

t's
 e

xp
en

se
if

 y
ou

r 
sc

ho
ol

 d
is

tr
ic

t c
an

no
t p

ro
vi

de
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

w
ith

 a
n 

ap
pr

op
ri

at
e 

ed
uc

at
io

n 
in

 th
e 

pu
bl

ic
' sc
ho

ol
 s

et
tin

g.

>
 Y

ou
 h

av
e 

th
e 

ri
gh

t t
o 

fi
le

 a
 c

om
pl

ai
nt

 w
ith

 th
e

G
oM

pl
Si

nt
s 

O
ff

iC
er

 a
t y

ou
r 

st
at

e'
s 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t

of
 E

du
ca

tii
in

 if
 y

ou
 f

ee
l t

he
 s

ch
oo

l d
ec

is
io

n 
ha

i.
no

t o
r 

is
 n

ot
 c

om
pl

yi
ng

 w
ith

 s
pe

ci
al

 e
du

ca
tio

n
la

w
 a

nd
 r

eg
ul

at
io

ns
.

>
 Y

ou
 h

av
e 

th
e 

ri
gh

t t
o 

fi
le

 a
 f

or
m

al
 c

om
pl

ai
nt

w
ith

 th
e 

Fe
de

ra
l O

ff
ic

e 
of

 C
iv

il 
R

ig
ht

s 
if

 y
ou

fe
el

 y
ou

 o
r 

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
 h

av
e 

be
en

 th
e 

su
bj

ec
t

of
 d

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n 
ba

se
d 

on
 a

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
.

St
at

e 
L

aw
s

Pa
re

nt
s 

sh
ou

ld
 lo

ok
 in

to
 s

ta
te

 la
w

s 
by

 c
al

lin
g

th
e 

st
at

e 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f 

E
du

ca
tio

n,
 th

e 
fe

de
ra

lly
fu

nd
ed

 p
ar

en
t t

ra
in

in
g 

ce
nt

er
 in

 th
ei

r 
st

at
e,

 o
r 

th
e

na
tio

na
l l

ea
rn

in
g 

di
sa

bi
lit

y 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

ns
 li

st
ed

in
 th

e 
R

es
ou

rc
e 

pa
m

ph
le

t o
f 

th
is

 k
it.

C
om

pi
le

d 
us

in
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

fr
om

 th
e 

N
at

io
na

l C
ed

ie
r 

fo
r 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 D
is

ab
ili

tie
s

an
d 

th
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 D
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

of
 A

m
ei

ic
a.

.1
;

G
O



A
dv

oc
at

in
g 

Fo
r 

A
 C

hi
ld

W
ith

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
I)

is
ab

ili
tie

s
Le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s 
ef

fe
ct

 o
ne

 in
 e

ve
ry

 s
ev

en
 c

hi
ld

re
n.

 Y
et

, e
ve

n 
am

on
g 

m
ed

-
,

Ic
al

 a
nd

 e
du

ca
tio

na
l p

ro
fe

ss
io

na
ls

, a
w

ar
en

es
s 

of
 w

ha
t c

an
 b

e 
do

ne
 to

 h
el

p

th
es

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
is

 li
m

ite
d.

 P
ar

en
ts

 a
nd

 lo
ve

d 
on

es
 o

f p
eo

pl
e 

st
ru

gg
lin

g 
w

ith

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

ca
n 

ea
se

 th
e 

bu
rd

en
 b

y 
be

co
m

in
g 

st
ro

ng
 a

dv
oc

at
es

. A
s 

an

ad
vo

ca
te

 y
ou

 c
an

 h
av

e 
a 

po
si

tiv
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

n 
m

an
y 

liv
es

 b
y 

ed
uc

at
in

g 
sc

ho
ol

 p
ro

-

fe
ss

io
na

ls
 a

bo
ut

 s
pe

ci
al

 n
ee

ds
, f

oc
us

in
g 

co
m

m
un

ity
 a

nd
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t a
tte

nt
io

n

on
 c

iti
ze

ns
 w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s,
 s

en
si

tiz
in

g 
m

ed
ic

al
pr

of
es

si
on

al
s 

to

th
e 

w
ar

ni
ng

 s
ig

ns
, a

nd
 Im

pr
ov

in
g 

pu
bl

ic
 a

w
ar

en
es

s 
of

 le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

m
ed

ia
.

he
n 

m
y 

so
n 

w
as

 d
ia

gn
os

ed
 w

ith

a 
le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
ty

, I
 d

id
n'

tk
no

w
 m

uc
h

ab
ou

t i
t. 

It
 tu

rn
s 

ou
t a

 lo
t o

f 
th

e 
lo

ca
l s

ch
oo

l

of
fi

ci
al

s 
di

dn
't 

kn
ow

 m
uc

h 
ab

ou
t i

t e
ith

er
.

So
 a

 n
um

be
r 

of
 p

ar
en

ts
 h

av
e 

go
tte

n

to
ge

th
er

 a
s 

a 
so

rt
 o

f 
in

fo
rm

al
 a

dv
oc

ac
y

gr
ou

p.
 W

e 
w

ri
te

 le
tte

rs
, a

tte
nd

 s
ch

oo
l b

oa
rd

m
ee

tin
gs

 a
nd

 c
on

ta
ct

 th
e 

pr
es

s.
 N

ow
 a

 lo
t

m
or

e 
pe

op
le

 k
no

w
 th

e 
fa

ct
s 

ab
ou

t
le

ar
ni

ng

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s,

 a
nd

 w
e 

fe
el

 w
e'

ve
 m

ad
e 

a

co
nt

ri
bu

tio
n 

fo
r 

ou
r 

ki
ds

.

-P
ar

en
t o

f 
a 

ch
ild

 w
ith

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s

62



L
ea

rn
li 

Y
ou

 C
an

T
he

 f
ir

st
 s

 e
p 

in
 b

ec
om

in
g 

an
. a

dv
oc

at
e

is
 to

 le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t

le
am

in
!

sa
bi

lit
ie

s,
 y

ou
r 

le
ga

l r
ig

ht
s,

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
's

ne
ed

s

na
tio

na
l a

dv
oc

ac
y 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
ns

 a
nd

 s
up

po
rt

ou
ps

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
fo

r 
yo

u.

Y
ou

 d
on

't 
ha

ve
 to

 b
e 

a 
by

-t
he

-b
oo

k 
ex

pe
rt

 to
be

 a
n

ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
ad

vo
ca

te
, b

ut
 y

ou
 s

ho
ul

d 
kn

ow
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

>
 T

he
 f

ac
ts

 a
bo

ut
le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s.
 Y

ou
r 

pe
rs

on
al

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
 is

 o
ne

 o
f 

th
e 

st
ro

ng
es

t t
oo

ls
 y

ou
ha

ve
 a

s

an
 a

dv
oc

at
e.

 T
o 

be
ef

fe
ct

iv
e,

 le
ar

n 
as

 m
uc

h 
ab

ou
t

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

as
 y

ou
 c

an
. Y

ou
 c

an
 g

et
in

fo
rm

at
io

n

an
d 

ar
tic

le
s 

on
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s
fr

om
 y

ou
r 

lib
ra

ry
,

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l d

is
tr

ic
t, 

st
at

e
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f 

E
du

ca
tio

n,

an
d 

gr
ou

ps
 in

 th
e 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 p

am
ph

le
ti

n 
th

is
 k

it.

>
 T

he
 r

es
ou

rc
es

av
ai

la
bl

e 
to

 h
el

p 
yo

u 
an

d 
yo

ur
 c

hi
ld

.
T

he
re

 a
re

 b
ot

h 
na

tio
na

l a
dv

oc
ac

y
or

ga
ni

za
tio

ns
 a

nd

lo
ca

l s
up

po
rt

 g
ro

up
s 

fo
r 

pe
op

le
 w

ith
le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
-

tie
s 

an
d 

th
ei

r 
lo

ve
d 

on
es

 in
 e

ve
ry

 p
ar

t
of

 th
e 

co
un

tr
y.

T
he

se
 g

ro
up

s 
ca

n 
pr

ov
id

e 
su

pp
or

t a
nd

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

ab
ou

t s
er

vi
ce

s 
in

 y
ou

r 
ar

ea
. A

 li
st

 o
f

th
es

e 
gr

ou
ps

ap
pe

ar
s 

in
 th

e 
R

es
ou

rc
es

pa
m

ph
le

t i
n 

th
is

 k
it.

 O
r,

re
fe

r 
to

 y
ou

r 
lo

ca
l y

el
lo

w
 p

ag
es

.

>
 Y

ou
r 

le
ga

l r
ig

ht
s

an
d 

th
e 

ri
gh

ts
 o

f 
yo

ur
 c

hi
ld

.
A

ny
 c

hi
ld

 w
ho

 m
ay

 h
av

e 
a 

le
ar

ni
ng

di
sa

bi
lit

y 
ha

s 
th

e

ri
gh

t t
o 

a 
fr

ee
 a

ss
es

sm
en

t, 
an

d 
to

re
ce

iv
e 

ap
pr

op
ri

at
e

ed
uc

at
io

na
l s

er
vi

ce
s 

an
d 

ac
co

m
m

od
at

io
ns

in
 th

e 
le

as
t

re
st

ri
ct

iv
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t. 

A
s 

a 
pa

re
nt

 o
r

gu
ar

di
an

, y
ou

ha
ve

 th
e 

ri
gh

t t
o 

re
vi

ew
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

's
re

co
rd

s 
an

d 
ha

ve

th
e 

re
su

lts
 o

f 
hi

s 
or

 h
er

 e
va

lu
at

io
n

ex
pl

ai
ne

d 
to

 y
ou

.

Fo
r 

m
or

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 s

ee
 th

e 
L

eg
al

R
ig

ht
s 

or

R
es

ou
rc

es
 p

am
ph

le
t i

n 
th

is
 k

it.

T
hi

s 
br

oc
hu

re
 is

 a
 p

ar
t o

f a
n 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

ki
t o

n
le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s.

A
dv

oc
ac

y 
in

 th
e 

Sc
ho

ol
s

Y
ou

r 
ch

ild
's

 le
ga

l r
ig

ht
 to

 a
n 

ap
pr

op
ri

at
e

ed
uc

at
io

n 
is

gu
ar

an
te

ed
 b

y 
la

w
. H

ow
ev

er
, s

om
e

sc
ho

ol
 p

er
so

nn
el

 m
ay

no
t f

ul
ly

 u
nd

er
st

an
d

w
ha

t s
er

vi
ce

s 
th

ey
 m

us
t p

ro
vi

de
 s

tu
-

de
nt

s 
w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s.
 A

s 
an

ad
vo

ca
te

, y
ou

 c
an

he
lp

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
at

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 c
hi

ld
re

n
re

ce
iv

e 
th

e

sc
ho

ol
 a

ss
is

ta
nc

e 
th

ey
're

 e
nt

itl
ed

 to
.

A
 f

ew
 s

ug
ge

st
io

ns
:

>
 K

ee
p 

in
 c

on
ta

ct
w

ith
 s

ch
oo

l p
er

so
nn

el
, a

nd
 a

sk
 f

or

re
gu

la
r 

m
ee

tin
gs

 w
ith

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
's

te
ac

he
rs

. I
t h

el
ps

to
 le

t t
ea

ch
er

s 
kn

ow
th

at
 y

ou
're

 a
ct

iv
el

y 
in

vo
lv

ed
 in

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
's

 e
du

ca
tio

n
an

d 
pr

ep
ar

ed
 to

 w
or

k 
w

ith
 th

em
.

>
 I

f 
yo

u 
do

 r
es

ea
rc

h 
or

re
ce

iv
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

ab
ou

t y
ou

r

ch
ild

's
 le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
ty

, s
ha

re
 it

w
ith

 h
is

/h
er

 te
ac

he
rs

.

N
ot

 e
ve

ry
 s

ch
oo

l o
ff

ic
ia

l h
as

 th
e

la
te

st
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n.

>
 A

tte
nd

 s
ch

oo
l

bo
ar

d 
m

ee
tin

gs
, a

nd
 le

t t
he

 s
ch

oo
lb

oa
rd

kn
ow

 th
at

 y
ou

 a
re

 th
e 

pa
re

nt
 o

f 
a

ch
ild

 w
ith

_a
 le

ar
ni

ng

di
sa

bi
lit

y.
 I

f 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 a

ny
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
on

le
ar

ni
ng

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s,

 s
ha

re
 it

 w
ith

 s
ch

oo
l b

oa
rd

m
em

be
rs

.

=
>

 B
e 

aw
ar

e 
of

 w
ha

t's
ha

pp
en

in
g 

at
 y

ou
r 

st
at

e 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t

of
 E

du
ca

tio
n.

 S
in

ce
 th

er
e'

s 
no

co
ns

is
te

nt
 m

ed
ic

al
 d

ef
i-

ni
tio

n 
of

 w
ha

t c
on

st
itu

te
s 

a 
le

ar
ni

ng
di

sa
bi

lit
y,

 s
ta

te

an
d 

lo
ca

l o
ff

ic
ia

ls
 u

su
al

ly
 d

ec
id

e
w

ho
 is

 e
lig

ib
le

 f
or

he
lp

an
d 

w
ho

 is
n'

t. 
L

et
 th

em
 k

no
w

th
at

 p
ar

en
ts

 o
f

ch
ild

re
n 

w
ith

 le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

ar
e 

aw
ar

e
an

d

in
vo

lv
ed

. A
tte

nd
 m

ee
tin

gs
, w

ri
te

le
tte

rs
 a

nd
 m

ak
e

ph
on

e 
ca

lls
 w

he
n 

yo
u 

ag
re

e 
w

ith
w

ha
t e

du
ca

tio
n 

of
fi

-

ci
al

s 
ar

e 
do

in
ga

nd
 w

he
n 

yo
u

do
n'

t.

A
dv

oc
ac

y 
w

ith
 M

ed
ic

al
 P

ro
fe

ss
io

na
ls

>
, -

Sh
ar

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
ab

ou
t y

ou
r 

ch
ild

's
 c

on
di

tio
n

an
d 

pr
og

re
ss

an
d 

as
k 

qu
es

tio
ns

.

>
 I

f 
yo

u 
do

n'
tu

nd
er

st
an

d 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

 a
 p

hy
si

ci
an

 o
r

nu
rs

e 
sa

ys
 a

bo
ut

 y
ou

rc
hi

ld
's

 c
on

di
tio

n,
 a

sk
 f

or
 it

 to

be
 e

xp
la

in
ed

 m
or

e 
cl

ea
rl

y.
 I

f 
yo

u
st

ill
 d

on
't 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
,

or
 if

 y
ou

 f
ee

l y
ou

r
ch

ild
 is

 n
ot

 g
et

tin
g 

pr
op

er
at

te
nt

io
n,

L
A

B
L

fs
ee

k 
th

e 
op

in
io

n 
of

 a
no

th
er

m
ed

ic
al

 p
ro

fe
ss

io
na

l.
B

E
ST

 C
O

PY
A

V
A

1

T
he

 E
m

ily
 H

al
l

T
re

m
ai

ne
 F

ou
nd

at
io

n
29

0 
P

ra
tt 

S
tr

ee
t M

er
id

en
, C

on
ne

ct
ic

ut
 0

64
50

3

A
dv

oc
ac

y 
w

ith
 th

e 
M

ed
ia

T
he

 m
ed

ia
ne

w
sp

ap
er

s,
 te

le
vi

si
on

,a
nd

 r
ad

io
ar

e 
th

e

m
os

t p
ow

er
fu

l
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

ns
 to

ol
s 

w
e 

ha
ve

. Y
et

 th
e

m
ed

ia
 r

ar
el

y 
co

ve
rs

 th
e 

su
bj

ec
t o

f
le

ar
ni

ng
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s.

L
et

 y
ou

r 
lo

ca
l n

ew
s 

ou
tle

ts
 k

no
w

th
at

 le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s

ar
e 

co
m

m
on

, i
nt

er
ve

nt
io

ns
 a

re
av

ai
la

bl
e,

 a
nd

 th
at

 ig
no

r-

in
g 

le
ar

ni
ng

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

ca
n 

cr
ea

te
se

ri
ou

s 
co

ns
eq

ue
nc

es

fo
r 

th
e 

in
di

vi
du

al
 a

nd
 s

oc
ie

ty
.

C
he

ck
 th

e 
m

ed
ia

 f
or

 th
e 

la
te

st
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
on

 le
ar

ni
ng

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

an
d 

be
 a

 m
ed

ia
 w

at
ch

do
g:

>
 I

f 
a 

ne
w

s 
or

en
te

rt
ai

nm
en

t p
ro

gr
am

 g
iv

es
 in

co
rr

ec
t

or
 s

te
re

ot
yp

ic
al

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

ab
ou

t l
ea

rn
in

g 
di

sa
bi

lit
ie

s,

co
nt

ac
t t

he
 n

et
w

or
k 

or
 r

ep
or

te
r

an
d 

as
k 

fo
r 

m
or

e

se
ns

iti
ve

 a
nd

 a
cc

ur
at

e 
co

ve
ra

ge
.

>
 C

on
ta

ct
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

re
po

rt
er

s
in

 y
ou

r 
ar

ea
. L

et
 th

em

kn
ow

 w
ha

t y
ou

 k
no

w
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

is
su

es
,

an
cl

as
k 

th
em

to
 c

ov
er

 lo
ca

l i
ss

ue
s

of
 c

on
ce

rn
 to

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ith
 le

ar
n-

in
g 

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

an
d 

th
ei

r 
pa

re
nt

s.
E

nc
ou

ra
ge

 r
ep

or
te

rs

to
 a

tte
nd

 lo
ca

l g
ov

er
nm

en
t o

r
sc

ho
ol

 b
oa

rd
 m

ee
tin

gs

w
he

re
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

an
d 

le
ar

ni
ng

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

is
su

es
 a

re

di
sc

us
se

d.
 I

nv
ite

 th
em

 to
 a

tte
nd

 p
ar

en
ts

up
po

rt
 g

ro
up

m
ee

tin
gs

 o
r 

to
 in

te
rv

ie
w

 c
hi

ld
re

n
w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

to
 "

pu
t a

 h
um

an
 f

ac
e"

 o
n

th
e 

is
su

e.

>
 C

op
y 

pi
ec

es
of

 th
is

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

ki
t a

nd
di

st
ri

bu
te

th
em

 to
 r

ep
or

te
rs

, e
di

to
rs

, a
nd

ed
uc

at
io

n 
of

fi
ci

al
s 

in

yo
ur

 c
om

m
un

ity
.

>
 L

et
te

rs
 to

 th
e

ed
ito

r 
ar

e 
an

 e
xc

el
le

nt
 w

ay
 to

ad
vo

ca
te

,

cl
ea

r 
up

 m
is

co
nc

ep
tio

ns
, a

nd
se

ns
iti

ze
 n

ew
sp

ap
er

s

to
 c

om
m

un
ity

 c
on

ce
rn

s.

R
em

em
be

r,
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

w
ith

 le
ar

ni
ng

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s 

ha
ve

 a

di
ff

ic
ul

t t
im

e 
ad

vo
ca

tin
g 

fo
r

th
em

se
lv

es
. E

tc
h 

of
 u

s 
ca

n

he
lp

 th
em

, a
nd

 h
el

p 
ou

rs
el

ve
s,

by
 b

ec
om

in
g 

ad
vo

ca
te

s

fo
r 

pe
op

le
 w

ith
 le

ar
ni

ng
di

sa
bi

lit
ie

is
;'"

64



uis

le%

think that people who have some information

on it know more, like some teachers know

a lot about it, because they've had students that

have it. So they don't think that people with

learning disabilities are stupid or anything.

But kids that don't know anything about it,

they'll say, "Oh learning disabilities, those

kids are retarded or stupid." So people

who know about it don't think that way,

but people that don't have any information

on it might think that."

Focus Group, Menage's with Learning Disabilities
Connecticut
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Learning Disabilities
Association of America

4156 Library Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15234

412-341-1515 or 412-341:8077
fax: 412-344-0224

National Center for
Learning Disabilities

381 Park Avenue South
Suite 1420
New York, NY 10016

212-545-7510
fax: 212-545-9665

Orton Dyslexia Society

8600 Lasalle Road
Chester Building, Suite 382
Baltimore, MD 21286

410-296-0232 or 800-222-3123
fax: 410-321-5069

e-mail: ods@pie.org
web site: http://www.ods.pie.org/T3639

Parents Educational
Resource Center
1660 South Amphlett Boulevard
Suite 200
San Mateo, CA 94402-2508

415-655-2410
fax: 415-655-2411

Council for
Learning Disabilities

P.O. Box 40303
Overland Park, KS 66204

913-492-8755
fax: 913-492-2546

Children and Adults with
Attention Deficit Disorder
499 N.W. 70th Avenue, Suite 101.
Plantation, FL 33317

954-587-3700
fax: 954-587-4599
web site: http://www.chadd.org

Council for Exceptional Children,
Eric Clearinghouse on Disabilities
& Gifted Children

1920 Association Drive
Reston, VA 22091

1-800-328-0272

fax: 703-620-2521

This brochure is a part of an information kit on learning disabilities.

The Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation
290 Pratt Street Meriden, Connecticut 06450

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Association on Higher Education
and Disability (AHEAD)
P.O. Box 21192
Columbus, OH 43221-0192

614-488-4972
fax: 614-488-1174

American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association (ASHA)
10801 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

301-897-5700
fax: 301-571-0457

-International Readi
Association
800 Barksdale Road
P.O. Box 8139
Newark, DE 19714-8139

302-731-1600
fax: 302-731-1057

3

National Association
of School Psychologists

4340 East West Highway
Suite 402
Bethesda, MD 20814

301-657-0270
fax: 301-657-0275
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